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CF.APTER I 
STATEiviENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Subject of Study: This is a report on differential resi-
dential movement in the South End of Bostonl as well as a com-
parison of residential movement among some of the natural areas 
in Central Boston. The study is concerned with the extent of 
movement from one residence to another and differential factors 
which are associated such as age, sex and street type.2 
To date there have been few detRiled studies of movement 
of residents within a city. The present study is thus an ex-
ploration of new but significant ground. 
Review of Literature: Other investigations in the gen-
eral field of residential mobility have studied broad or single 
age groupings such as children of school years3, people of 
voting age,4 or family units.5 It is concluded from most of 
these studies that "on an area basis, residential mobility is 
definitely associated with social disorganization and with the 
so-called 'social pathologies' -- poverty, vice, delinquency, 
disease, a nd deterioration of housing 11 .6 
1. General Plan for Boston, Preliminary report, City 
Planning Board, December, 1950. Deflnition of South End. 
2. ibid. Definition of street - type. 
3. A. W. Lind, A Study of Mobility of Population in 
Seattle, 1925, University of' Washington Press. 4· R. o. McKenzie, The Neighborhood: A Study of Local 
Life in the City of Columbus, Ohio, 1923, University of Chicago 
Press . 
5. Howard W. Green, Movements of Families Within the 
Cleveland Metropolitan District, 1933, Real Property Inventory 
of Metropolitan C~veland. 
6. Stuart Alfred Queen and David Bailey Carpenter, The 
American City, 1953, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. 
2. 
Gist and Halbert suggest that in those areas having 
high mobility, intimate neighborhood li£e has all but dis-
appeared. The 'hobohemias 1 , the Bohemian districts, the rooming 
house and apartment house sections are areas o£ 'nigh-dwellers', 
rather than socially intimate ofneighborly groups.7 
Burgess concludes that the Chicago areas o£ high mobility 
are also those regions in which are found juvenile delinquency, 
boys gangs, crime, poverty, desertion, divorce, abandoned in-
rants and vice.8 
Freedman, however, in his study of the migrant popula-
tion o£ Chicago during 1935-1940, shows that migrants o£ widely 
different origins tend to be concentrated in limited parts of 
the city, yet the entire "migrant zone" would not be expected 
to lie in the area of det~rioration.9 
Purpose of Study: It is the purpose of this study to 
explore the adequacy of the prevailing conception that high 
mobility is an index of disorganization.1 0 The working hypo-
'' thesis of the present study is that young adults and males 
1/ 
change their residence more often than older adults and females. 
I£ the working hypothesis of this study is borne out, the use 
7· Noel P. Gist and L. A. Halbert, Urban Society, 1949, 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York 
8. Robert E. Park, Ernest W. Burgess, Roderick D. Mc-
Kenzie, The City, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill. 
9. Ronald Freedman, Recent Migration to Chicago, 1950, 
University of Chicago Press; Distribution of Migrant Population 
in Chicago, Amer. Soc. Rev., 13 (1948) 304-309 
10. The Conceptual framework used in di£ferentiating 
mobility and stability is: mobility ~ disorganization 
stability : organization 
3. 
of average mobility as an index of disorganization would be 
clearly inappr·opria te. 
Definitions: "The concept of human mobility refers to 
changes in position in space which brings about new contact and 
stimulations. In this sense mobility is an ecological term".ll 
Residential mobility in this study, is defined on the 
basis of the number of individuals who lived at a different 
address on Jan. 1, 1951 and Jan. 1, 1952.12 This number is stated 
as a percentage of the population13 of selected areas and age-
sex groupings. Stability is defined on the basis of the number 
of individuals who lived at the same address on Jan. 1, 1952 
as on Jan. 1, 1951. This figure is also stated as a percentage.l4 
From these definitions it is apparent that mobility and stability 
are complements of each other.l5 
A natural area is defined as an area which is contiguous 
physically and whose residents have a psychological identifica-
tion with it.16 The South End of Boston is such an area. Other 
11. Mabel A. Elliot and Francis E. Merrill, Social Dis-
organization, Revised Edition, Harper & Brothers. 
12. This does not take into account other residential 
movements made within the same year, such as seasonal changes of 
address. 
13. Population for the selected areas were tabulated 
from the Boston Police Lists as of Jan. 1, 1952. 
14.. ibid "' bl· 
15. 100 percent -- percent sta~e = percent mobile. 
16. Pauline V. Young, "Scientific Social Surveys and 
Research", New York, Prentice Hall, Inc., Second Edition 
PP430-34 - . 
natural areas in Central Boston are Beacon Hill, Back Bay and 
the North End.17 
. . 
4-
17 • . Walter Firey, Land Use in Central Boston, Harvard 
Univernity Press, 1947• 
5. 
CHAPTER II 
RESEARCH PLAN 
The Area Studied: The area studied is the South End of 
Boston as indicated in Map 1. It might be noted from Map . 
1. that Firey's definition of the South End is more limitedl 
than the larger area portrayed in Map 1. as the subject of 
the present study. Firey focus\.ed his study only on the "Room-
ing House area of the South End", while the present study takes 
in the tenement house areas on the periphery of the South End.2 
The writer decided in this broader definition of the 
South End for the following reasons: (1) This definition ap-
peared to conform to that area wherein the residents considered 
themselves "South Enders";3 (2) The Boston City Planning Board 
and the Federation of South End Settlements also regard this 
area as the South End;4 and (3) the writer came himself to re-
gard this area as the South End on the basis of personal obser-
vation as a resident in the area for two years during which time 
he was director of one of the South End Settlement Houses and 
Director of Community Organization for the Federation of South 
End Settlements (1953-54). 
1. Walter 
Harvard University 
South End includes 
L6. See Map I. 
Firey, "Land Use in Central Boston" 1947, 
Press - _P294 - Firey's definition of the 
Census Tradts; J2, 13, Ll, L2, L3, L4, L5, 
2. The ad.d;Ltional census tracts covered in this study 
Rre: Jl, G4, Il, I2, I4. 
3. This is a subjective impression. Participant ob-
servations thoughout the South End. 
4• It might be interesting to note that other city depart-
ments (health, police and fire) and social agencies (hospitals, 
Red Feather Agencies) define the boundaries of the South End 
differently. 
co F1Ft6'1 ' 171'*c:r.s 8o•TON. M A sa. 
t::::J ltDD I rtcwy lit 1.... 
1"'AJik.T'.,s .. ~·D . Sc.AL£~ aoo'al" 
1~ T/116 U"VO'f 
S TU O ~t: £> 
6. 
Source of Data: Information on residence and change of 
residence was obtained from the Boston Police Lists,S which con-
tain the name of every resident, his present address, and his ad-
dress of one year previous. From these lists mobility rates were 
calculated. 6 The Police List data was' classified on a Census 
Tract Basis, and this made )possible comparisons with the 1950 
Census and Firey's study. 
Other studies of residential mobility have utilized Police 
Lists or s~ilar sources. McKenzie,8 and Queen,9 employed the 
me t hod of studying the changes in the lists of registered voters 
over a period of one year; Cowgill1° compared city directories for 
a one year period, classifying changes of address by census tracts. 
The 1950 census could not be used as a source for this study since 
it does not tabulate migrants according to age-sex groupings. 
Mobility Differentials: 1. Age Age will be one of the 
two major factors explored to see if it is related differentially 
to reside ntial mobility. 
2. Sex -- Sex is the second major factor to be 
5. City of Boston -- List of Residents 20 years of age 
and over, As of January 1, 1952, City of Boston, Printing Dept. 
6. Firey, op. cit., P304-305. 
7. i bid 
8. R• D. McKenzie, The Neighborhood: A Study of Local 
Life in the City of Columbus, Ohio, 1923, University of Chicago 
Press. 
9. Stuart A. Queen, "Segregation of Population Types 
in The Kansas City Area", Published American Sociol. Society, 32 
(1926) 230-2j2. 
10. Donald o. Cowgill, Residential Mobility of an Urban 
Population, unpublished master's thesis, Washington University, 
193.5· 
11. Noel P. Gist and A. Halbert, Urban Society, 3rd. 
edition, Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York, 1949. P232. 
7· 
explored to see i£ in an area such as the South End, there is any 
significant dif£erences between male and female residential mo-
bility. Gist & Halbert in a survey o£ migration studies concluded 
"That women are more mobile than men seems to be a valid conclu-
sion for the United States, if by mobility is meant the greater 
frequency of movement from country to city.nl2 It will be seen 
whether the above holds true £or intra-city mobility. 
3· Street Types: Since some streets carry more traffic 
than others, the study will inquire whether higher reside ntial 
mobility is associated -with those streets which carry heavy 
traffic (see Map 2). 
4• The South End and Other Natural Areas: In this 
section the purpose is to learn whether stability is an adequate 
index of organization when one compares the average mobility 
ratei in different natural areas, allowing for age and sex 
differentials. Lynd in his re-study of Middletown, pointed out 
that "A" high or low rate of residential mobility and the existence 
of such high differentials ••••• between two parts of the same 
community or city suggest deep-lying implications, as yet 
little studied, both for the individual personality and for the 
neigl?-borhood and community organization".l3 
The natural areas selected for Comparison with the 
12. ibid P235 
13. Robert S. Lynd and Helen M. Lynd, Middletown in 
Transition, 1951, Harcourt, Brace & Company, Inc. P. 187-188. 
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8. 
South End are the same as those used by Firey.14 
5. Association of Factors of Disorganization and Mobility: 
In thi s section we shall examine the generally accepted hypothes is 
that areas of high mobility (or its converse, low-stability) are 
also areas of personal and social disorganization.l5 
Factors from the 1940 census were selected on the basis 
of 'prima facie' relevance to stability or mobility; organization 
or disorganization. 
Indice s of personal disorganization include statistics 
of juvenile delinquency, drunkeness and the like. Family dis-
organization is indicated by rates of divoree and the like. 
Community disorganization may be indicated by the literacy rate 
of the population, rates of mobility and transiency.l6 
areas 
End. 
Firey 
14. Walter Firey, Land Use in Central Boston. Natural 
used by Firey were Beacon Hill, Back Bay, North End, South 
In this connection see appendix A for Correspondence with 
confirming the above. 
15. Stuart Alfred Queen and David Bailey Carpenter, The 
American City, 1953, McGraw-Hill Book _Company, Inc. 
16. Mabel A. E. Elliot and Francis E. Merrill, Social 
Disorganization, Revised Edition, Harper & Brothers Publishers. 
CHAPTER III 
MOBILITY IN THE SOUTH END 
Adult Sex Distribution: The total series studied was 
34,181 residents of the South End as tabulated from Boston Police 
lists.1 These residents were classified, by sex, into four age 
groupings. Table I indicates that the South End Population is 
weighted in the male and older groups. 2 These findings conform 
to other studies of population distribution in other similar 
urban areas.3 
Table 1: Adult Population of the South End by Age 
and Sex: According to Boston Police Lists: 1952 
AGE NUIYiBER OF PEOPLE PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION IN 
YEARS TOTAL IVIALE FEN"lALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE 
-
20-39 12,814 6,245 6,569 36.4 34.1 41-4 
40-59 12,715 7,299 5,416 36.1 39.8 34-1 
60-64 2,850 1,639 1,211 8.1 8.9 7.6 
65 and 5,802 3,138 2,664 19.3 17.1 16.8 
over 
TOTAL ;2!!:,181 18,,221 1~,860 22·2 22·2 22·2 
Source: City of Boston -- List of Residents 20 
Years of Age and Over, . as of January 1, 1952 
City of Boston Printing Department 
1. Tabulted from Boston Police Lists as of Jan. 1, 1952 
which defines a Resident- as twenty years of age and over. 
2. This weighting of population in the male and older 
groups was also found by Wolfe in 1903. Vide: Wolfe, Albert B. 
Lodging House Problem in Boston, Harvard University Press, 
1913, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Pl26 
3. Stuart A. Queen and David Bailey Carpenter, The Am-
erican City, 1953, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. Also Fire~~ loc. 
cit. 
Table 2 gives the corresponding date rrom the United 
States Census or 1950. 
Table 2: Adult Population or the South End by Age 
and Sex: According to United States Census: 1950 
10. 
AGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION IN 
YEARS TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL IVIALE FEiviALE 
15~686 7~694 -20-39 7,992 39·3 36.1 43.0 
40-59 14,267 8,268 5,999 35,8 38.8 32.3 
60-64 3,140 1,856 1,284 7·9 8.7 6.9 
65 - 6,774 3,484 3,290 17.0 16.4 17.7 
TOTAL 39,867 21,302 18,565 ]:00.0 100.0 100.0 
Source: United StateSCensus or Population: 1950. 
Volume III, Chapter 6, Table 2 
Findings rrom the census and the Police Lists are essen-
tially the same percentage wise. Although the census reports some 
5i thousand more people age 20 and over in the South End; the 
population distribution by age rrom both sources are or the same 
general order or magnitude as shown in Table 3. The dirrerence 
or a year and nine months in the dates or the enumerations partly 
accounts ror the discrepancies, but other errors may have 
occured in both sources. Police Lists may tend to exaggerate 
stability by omitting more mobile people (who may be picked up 
by the census) but there is no reason to suppose they are 
selective, by age or sex. Hence comparisons based on Police List 
data would seem to be valid.l 
1. See Appendix D ror rull discussion or difrerences be-
tween Police listings and Census enumeration. 
Table 3: Adult Population of the South End by 
Police Lists and United States Census, Per-
centage Distribution 
AGE 
IN CENSUS POLICE 
YEARS LISTS 
20-59 72.8 72.5 
60 and 27.2 27.4 
over 
Total 100.0 99-9 
Source: Table 1 and Table 2 
Stability £x Age and Sex: According to Table 4, each 
11. 
successively older age group has less tendency to move from one 
residence to another within one year.1 Secondly, in all age 
groups, females tend to change their residence less than males. 
These two findings are substantiated by Glick2 in his Mobility 
Study of Householders, and by Caplow3 in his Survey of Transiency 
Studies. Glick found that 16% of family heads under 35 had not 
changed their residence during a five year period and 64% of 
family heads over 55 had likewise not changed their residence2. 
Caplow found that older transients were more stable than younger 
transients, further, less than 1% of the transients were female, 
wh ich suggests that females are less apt to be mobile.3 
1. Differences are statistically significant at the .05 
l evel. See Appendix C and D f or tables of significant differences. 
2 • . Raul C. Glick, . "The Family Circle", American Soc 
Review, Volume 12 (April 1947.), PP165-169. _ 
3. Theodore Caplow, , "Transiency as a Cultural Pattern11 , 
American Sociological Review, 5 (1940) PP731-39. 
AGE 
IN 
YEARS 
20-39 
40-59 
60-64 
65 and 
over 
Table 4: Number and Percentage o£ Adult Population 
in the South End by Age and Sex in Same Address 
January 1, 1951 as on January 1, 1952 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
AT SAME ADDRESS 
ON 1/1/51 AS ON 1/1/52 
BOTH 
SEXES MALE FEMALE 
8,396 
10,056 
2,375 
4,933 
4,016 
5,582 
1,340 
2,633 
1,035 
2,300 
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 
GROUPS AT SAME ADDRESS 
ON 1/1/51 AS ON 1/1/52 
BOTH 
SEXES MALE FEMALE 
65.5 
79.1 
83.3 
85.0 
81.1 
66.7 
82.6 
85.5 
86.3 
ALL AGES 25,760 13,571 12,189 75.4 
Source: City of Boston, List o£ Residents 20 Years 
o£ Age and Over as of January 1, 1952 
12. 
Residential Mobility~ Adult Sex Distribution .~ Street 
~: The 172 Streets in the South End were divided int o the fol-
lowing type s ·~ in accordance to the classification used by the 
Boston City Planning Board.l 
1. Local Access Streets: These streets serve houses, 
apartments, stor~ or industry, which are located entirely with-
in one neighborhood. (124 streets) 
2. Secondary Streets: These streets collect traffic 
from local access streets; serve inter-neighborhood traffic and 
feed into main streets. (29 streets) 
1. General Plan For Boston, Preliminary Report, City 
Planning Board, December, 1950. 
13. 
3. Major Streets: These streets carry a volume of 
traffic. Such traffic includes trucks and transit vehicles which 
operate over a mile or more~ crosstown, or into town, and feed 
into the arteries. (19 streets). 
Table 5. 
The adult sex distribution by street type is showl in 
Table 5: Adult Sex Distribution by Street-Type 
in the South End 1952. 
STREET 
TYPE 
MAIN 
SECONDARY 
LOCAL 
ALL AGE 
GROUPS 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
ALL AGE 
GROUPS 
11,988 
12,227 
9,966 
Ml~.LE 
6,644 
6,279 
5,398 
18,321 
FEMALE 
5,344 
5,948 
~-,568 
15,860 
SEX RATIO 
1.2 
1.1 
1.2 
1.2 
Source: Tabulated from City of Boston Police List as 
of January 1, 1952 
The Table shows that the sex distribution in each of the street 
types is proportionately similar to that of the South End as a 
whole. 
In Table 6, the relationship of residential stability to 
street type is shown. 
Table 6: Number and Percentage of Adult Population 
in the South End Having the Same Residence on 
January 1, 1952 and January 1, 1951 Grouped Ac-
cording to Street Type. 
STREET 
TYPE 
N'lAIN 
SECONDARY 
LOCAL 
TOTAL 
Persons having same Residence Jan. 1, 1952 
and Jan. 1, 1951 
NUMBER OF' PEOPLE PERCENTAGE DISTRIB. 
TOTAL TOTAL 
9,030 75.1 
8,750 71.3 
7,980 79.8 
25,760 75-4 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists as 
of January 1, 1952 
These data show that people who live on local streets 
are more stable in their residence than people who live on 
secondary streets, 1 and people on secondary streets are less 
stable than people who live on main streets.2 
1. Difference is statistically significant at the .05 
level. See Appendix C for Tables of Significance. It is the 
writer's observation that local street residents seem to have a 
greater opportunity for self-organization for purposes of strictly 
local civic improvement. The writer has in mind one particular 
local street in the So~th End where the residents are very stable 
(predonlinantly one ethnic background) and know each other very well. 
These folk, on their own transformed . an empty lot into a playground 
and occasionally sweep out the entire street by hand. 
2. One would expect that main streets with greater 
traffic volume would have more residential mobility than secon-
dary streets on the basis that the noise and confusion of the 
heavily trafficked street would make it less desirable for resi-
dential purposes. The data, however, shows a reversal, with 
greater mobility in the secondary streets than in the main streets. 
The writer's personal observation is that the immigrant families 
(Greek, Italian) who moved into the South End in the early 1900's 
remained in the . same residence after several generations 
although _in the meantime the street ma.y have ·become heavily 
trafficked with the commercial growth of that part of the city. 
Table 7: Percentage of Adult Population in the South 
End at the Same Place on January 1, 1951, as on 
January 1, 1952 Grouped According to Age and Street 
Type . 
STREET 
TYPE 
IviA IN 
SECONDARY 
LOCAL 
Persons Having Same Residence 
Jan. 1, 1952 as Jan. 1, 1951 
AGE GROUP 
20 - 59 60 years & over 
72.5 83.4 
67.7 81.0 
76.8 88.8 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists as of 
January 1, 1952 
Table 8: Number and Percentage of Population in the 
South End having the Same Residence on January 1, 
1952 and January 1, 1951 Grouped According to Sex 
and Street Type. 
STREET 
TYPE. Persons Having Same Residence Janl. 1, 1952 
as Jan~ 1, 1951 
NUII/IBER OF PEOPLE 
MALE 
lfilliN 4,925 
SECONDARY 4,440 
LOCAL 4,206 
ALL AGE 13,571 
GROUPS 
FEMALE 
4,105 
4,310 
3,774 
12,1~9 
PERCENT OF TOTAL POP. 
MALE 
73-9 
70.5 
77.8 
74.1 
FEl'ilALE 
76 .5 
72.2 
82.2 
76.9 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists, as of 
January 1, 1952 
15. 
These findings indicate that the relationship between 
younger age, female sex, and residential stability holds true 
respectively for eacfio f the three street types. This would 
16. 
serve to r e-inforce the consistency of the Age-Sex connected resi-
dential stability phenomenon in the South End. 1 
Stability £a the Basis of Census Tracts: Census Tracts 
in the South End are ranked according to their degree of sta b i lity 
in Table 9. These Tracts show a decided variability in stability 
rat~s. 2 Map 3 shows spatial patternings of high stability tracts,3 
which are located within the Tenement4 and Negro5 district. 
1. See Appendix C for table showing statistical significance 
of differences. 
2. L ow stability is due to the fact of the Public 
Housing Project open ing up within its boundaries in 1951. Other-
wise the range from the lowest to the highest would be 13.8 
percentage p oints inste ad of 30.7 percentage points . . 
3· The six highest ranking Tracts are only shown here 
in order to focus clearly any relationship which might become 
evident. 
4• Census Tracts Il and 12 
5. Census Tracts L2, J2, and L4 
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CENSUS 
TRACTS 
Il 
I2 
L2 
J2 
L6 
LLJ. 
L5 
I3 
J1 
G4 
L3 
L1 
I4 
17. 
Table 9: Percent of Population at Same Address January 
1, 1952 as January 1, 1951 and Percent of Population 
at a different address within the South End January 
1, 1952 as January 1, 1951 Grouped According to 
Census Tracts. 
At Same Address 
Jan. 1, 1952 as 
Jan. 1, 1951 
At a Different Ad-
dress within The S. 
E. Jan. 1/52 as Jan : 
1/51 
PERCENT TOTAL . - FERCENT TOTAL POP. 
POP. 
84.1 
80.7 
79.1 
79.1 
78.8 
77·7 
77.6 
9·4 
12.6 
4·9 
12.7 
9.1 
12.4 
1,3 ;·1 ' 
16.6 
Outside 
District 
Inside 
Mass. 
3.0 
6.3 
3·7 
2.6 
4.6 
4.8 
3.2 
3.6 
5.7 
2.3 
5.9 
4.6 
Outside 
Boston 
Inside 
Iviass. 
1 1 51 
2.6 
1.7 
2.1 
3.0 
3·4 
2.1 
5.6 
3.7 
4·9 
7·5 
2.3 
3.6 
77·1 
75·3 
74·3 
73·5 
70.3 
53.4 
Source: Calculated 
January 1, 1952 
from Boston Police Lists as ~f 
OutS.. de 
of 
Mass. 
1/1/51 
3.1 
3.8 
5.3 
5.6 
3.8 
2.8 
8.7 
3.0 
5.1 
3.6 
5.2 
4·9 
0.8 
Relat ively high percent~ges or persons who moved, moved 
within the South End ( 7. 2% to 16. 6~b of Adult Tract Population) • 
18. 
Table 9 shows that this type of residential movement is a promin-
ent aspect of the total residential mobility of this area. This 
was also observed b y Firey in the South Endl, and by Caplow in 
his general study of transiency2. It seems evident that much of 
the mobility in the South End is a local "milling" contiguous 
movement. Map 43 definitely indicates a marked spatial pattern ing 
or mobility within the South End. It is interesting to note that 
local residential movements are predominantly located i n the 
" rooming house" area. 
A comparison or the _high stability areas in Map 5 in-
d icate that there is greater stability at the fringe of the South 
End and more local mobility in the i n terior. The tenement dis-
tricts which are located at the periphery and the Rooming Houses 
in the interior may account for this type or spatial pattern ing 
or mobility. 
A correlation of ~.72 ± (1_, was found between residential 
movement within the district a n d stability, which clearly and definite-
ly indicates that those areas that are high in stability have 
less local movements, than those that are low in stability. 
Th e writer's personal knowledge or the area indicates 
multiple causation for change or residence within the South End. 
Some people are "forever on the hunt for a better room",5 they 
1\ 
are pereRially dissatisfied with their rooms; they feel that 
1. 
2. 
s. 
Walter Firey, Land Use in Central Boston -- P305 
Caplow, op. loc. cit. 
Source: Table 9 
Significant at the .01 level. See Appendix B for 
method used in testing. 
Walter Firey, ibid 
t 
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19. 
some other place would be better, or at least not so bad; they 
search f'or the "'front room' on the .first .floor", an expression 
-· 
of their aspiration for the "good life". "Looking for another 
room" is a major accupa tion in the South End. It may: even be · 
considered a .folkway, part of the area's way o.f life.1 Change in 
place of employment, change of landladies or discontinuance o.f the 
house in which they lodged, are further causes of incessant ebb 
and flow of lodgers froin one house and one locality to another. 2 
CENSUS 
TRACTS 
Il 
I2 
12 
J2 
L6 
L4 
15 
Table 10: Percent o.f Adult Population at Same Address 
January 1, 1952 as January 1, 1951, and Percent of 
Population at a Di.fferent Address Within the South 
End January 1, 1952 as January 1, 1951 Grouped Ac-
cording to Census Tracts 
Percent at Sane Address Jan. CENSUS 
l, 1952 as Jan.l, 1951 at 
a different .Address within TRACTS 
the S.E., Jan. 1, 1952, as 
Jan. 1, 1951 
PERCENT TOTAL POPULATION 
91.3 
88.3 
88 .9 
88.8 
88.2 
90·3 
82.5 
Source: Table 9 
I3 
Jl 
G4 
13 
Ll 
IL~ 
Percent at Same Address 
Jan~, 1952 as Janl, 1951 
at a different Address 
within the S.E., Jan 1, 
1952, as Jan. 1, 1951 
PERCENT TOTAL POPULATION 
89.8 
84.~-
86.7 
86.6 
86.9 
69.4 
.2. Albert Benedict Wolfe, "The Lodging House Problem in 
Boston", Harvard University Press, 1913 ~- P84-85 
_ 1. Personal conversations with Rooming House operators 
a nd older people. 
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Table 10 indicates that the South End is in fact a rather 
stable residential area. Spatial movement within the same dis-
trict does not significantly change the pattern of the individual's 
life. He still lives in a rooming house, and probably eats at the 
same restaurant, and still has the same type of occupation, knows 
the same people. This is a significantly different type of resi-
dential movement as compared to movement from one part of the city 
to another, from city to city or from country to city which may 
involve a chang e both in the individual and his environment.l 
Such changes involve different employment, acquaintances, and re-
creation. This is sometimes the case with respect to residential 
movement within the srune district: sometimes not. It is suggested 
that qualitatively different types of mobility exist depending upon 
the degree of psychological and sociological change in which the 
individual is involved. 2 Sorokin postulates a typology of mobility 
in which he distinguishes between horizontal mobility, which involves 
no change in the persons environment - occupation, mode of life; 
and vertical mobility which involves a change in the persons environ-
ment -- different job, mode of life.J According to Sorokin's 
frame of reference, changes of residence within the same district 
would be characterized as horizontal mobility. 
1. Burgess - The City: P58 
2. Walter Firey - P305: Suggest a typology of residen-
tial movements: (1) Same Place, {2) Same District, (3) Outside 
of district but inside Boston, {4) Outside Boston. 
J. Pitrim Sorokin, Social Mobility, Harper and Brothers 
1927. 
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Relationship of Diorganization ~ Mobil ity: Items were 
selected from the 1950 Censusl which are commonly considered to be 
indices of social organization (stability) and disorganization 
(mobility). The following were selected as indices of social or-
ganization: high income; percentage males married; percentage 
males employed; percentage in same residence in 1949 as in 1950. 
The following were selected as indices of disorganization: 
percentage males widowed or divorced; percentage females unemployed; 
percentage males single. Table ll shows the relationship between 
factors of disorganization and mobility within the South End. 
Table 11: 
January 
Factors 
Tracts. 
Correlation of Percent Havfng Same Residence 
l, 1952 as January 1, 1951 With Selected 
From the Census2 Grouped According to Census 
Factors from the Census Correlated With Percent 
having same Residence Jan. 1, 1952 as Jan. 1, 1951 
Factors rho 
Median income-:<- .56 
Percent of Males 14 years and over married .4J-
Percent of Males 14 years and over employed 
·34 
Percent of Total Population over 14 years 
of age in same residence in 1949 as 1950 .32 
Percent of Males 14 years and over widowed 
or divorced - .41 
Percent of Males 14 years and over single -.44 
Percent of Females 14 years and over 
unemployed -.42 
Source: 1. Table 9 
2. U. S. Census of Population 
~~- Significant at the • 05 level. See Appendix B 
for method used in testing 
u. s. Census of Population -- Loc. Cit 
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Significant correlations between factors of disorganization 
and mobility are not found. But: (1) direction of correlation 
is as would be expected IF high stability equals organization, 
(2) la-ck of statistical significance is very probably due to 
the small N - only 13 tracts are involved. 
There is low correlation of this study's measure of 
mobility with that of the Census. There are some reasons for 
this noted discrepancy, namely, change of residence in the Censusl 
took into account all those over 1 year of age, whereas this study 
based its tabulation on adults.2 There was a separation of one 
year a~d nine months between the Census and Police collection of 
data. This had a pronounced effect on one Census Tract I4, which 
had a Federal Housing Project opened up for actual residence in 
19.51. If we consider I4, ~,. atypical and do a rank correlation 
without it, we get a rho of .43 which is statistically significant.3 
I n general, Police Lists understate mobility as compared to the 
Census. Police are less likely as enumerators to pick up mobile 
persons.4 The Police List data shows a median stability rate of 
77.6, and for the Census data it is 79.0. Actually the stability 
percentages of Police Lists and the Census are of the same degree 
and magnitude. The higher stability of the Census can be partly 
explained by the fact that the Census computed change of residence 
for all those over one year of age, which would have the effect of 
emphasizing stability in the tenemant areas. 
1. U. s. Census of Population -- 19.50 
2. See appendix for full discussion 
3. Significant at the .01 level 4· See appendix for full discussion. 
I 
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Comparative Stability between South End and Other Areas: 
It is believed by Firey and others that the existence of differen-
tials of average mobility in various areas provides a useful basis 
for the delineation of natural areas and their degree of Social 
Organization. It is the purpose of this section to explore the 
adequacy of this assumption. Further, this section will explore 
the adequacy of differential mobility in delineating areas of 
social disorganization. 
The method used was to choose a representative precinct 
for each natural area, as follows.l 
Natural Area Representative Precinct 
Back Bay •. . ••.••..•.• .. •....••. Precinct 10, Ward 52 
South End •. . ...•.•• . .....•....• Precinct 2, Ward 93 
Beacon Hill •..••.•••••.••.•..•• Precinct 2, Ward 53 
North End •..•••.••..•••••.••••• Precinct 3, Ward 33 
The validity of using a precinct to represent an entire 
area is shown by the fact that the mobility in prec~ncts of the 
South End are of the same order of magnitude as mobility in the 
South End in general~~Tables 4 and 12. The precinct chosen 
to represent the area was the one most centrally located 
within the area. On a geographic basis such a precinct could be 
said to represent the are a more truly than, say, a precinct 
located peripherally, and adjacent to another natural area. 
1. Natural areas as defined by Firey. op. cit. 
2. Since Firey did not study a representative precinct 
of the Back Bay for residential mobility, the writer designated 
this precinct as representative. 
3. Firey 1 s repre s entative precinct. 
The following table s h ows residential stability in the 
above rep resentative precincts: 
•rable 12: Number and Percent of People in the Same 
Residence Januaryl, 1951 Grouped According to 
Natural Areas in Central Boston by Selected Precincts 
Within Each Area. 
Number of People In Percent of Total 
NATURAL Same Residence Jan. Population in Same 
AREAS l, 1952 as Jan. 1, Resid~nce Jan. 1, 
1951 1952 as Jan.l, 1951 
SOUTH END 1498 74.6 
BACK BAY 1701 69.1 
BEACON HILL 1292 73.2 
NORTH END 2409 94·3 
S ource : Calculated from Boston Police Lists , 1952 
The South End is not the area of greatest mobility as 
can be seen i n Table 12. Beacon Hill, a fashionable and upper-
class area has a greater ave r age mobility ratio. The Back Bay 
which is populated by professionals and students is more mobile 
t han the South End and Beacon Hill. The high mobility of the 
Back Bay and Beacon Hill areas are due to the presence of stude nt s 
a nd professionals who live in rooming houses for the most part.l 
Th is will be further discussed in connection with Table 15 (infra). 
In t h e North End, a predominantly Italian area, there is found 
s i gnificantly less mobility than the South End. 
These findings dramatically point out that mobility can-
not be used as an adequate index of disorganization or 'anomie'. 
l. Fir ey, op. loc. cit., Wolfe, op. loc. cit. 
Are Beacon Hill and Back Bay more disorganized than the South End 
if they have a greater rate of residential mobility? It is cle ar 
that h igh mobility, low stability rates do not differentiate the 
so-called areas of 'vice~ 'crime', and social disorganization. 
Following are the data on stability in the four areas by 
s ex group ing. 
Table 13: Number and Percent of People i n the Same 
Residence Januaryl, 1952 as January l, 1951 Grouped 
According to Natur al Areas in Central Boston by 
Selected Precincts and Sex Within Each Area. 
Number of People in Percent of Total 
NATURAL Same Residence Jan. Pop. in Same Resi-
1, 1952 as Jan .1 , 1 951 . dence Jan .1,1952 
AREAS as Jan. 1, 19,51 
IVIALE FEMALE MALE FElvlALE 
SOUTH END 800 698 72.0 77.8 
BEACON HILL 473 819 72.3 73.1 
BACK BAY 621 1,080 67.5 70.1 
NORTH END 1,237 1,172 94.5 94.1 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists, 1952 
Females are found to be more stable in all natural areas, 
except for the North End. Why the North End is atypical in this 
respect is not entirely clear.l 
1. The wr iter consul t ed a few settlement house people in 
the North End on thi s point. The only suggestion they had was 
that young Italian girls leave the North End upon marriage. 
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The Table below shows the stability in the natural areas 
by age groupings. 
Table 14: Percent of Population in Same Residence 
January 1, 1952 as January l, 1951 Gr ouped by 
Natural Areas of Central Boston and Selected 
Precincts and Sex. 
NATURAL 
AREAS 
SOUTH END 
BACK BAY 
BEACON HILL 
NORTH E~1) 
Percent of People in Same Residence 
Jan. l, 1952 as Jan. l, 19.51 
20 
- .59 60 years and over 
71.1 80.3 
64.7 88.6 
62.2 91.0 
94.0 96.5 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists as of 
January 1, 19.52. 
Older groups are more stable than younger group s in all 
four areas . The fact that the age - mobility relationship is found 
in different natural areas indicates the pervasive nature of 
this phenomenon i n urban society. 
It has already been stated that the high mobility of the 
Back Bay and Beacon Hill is due to the presence of students and 
young professionals. The large number of universities and profes-
sional schools in the Boston area have doubtless attracted these 
groups from other regions.l 
l. A government study indicates that more than one half of 
12,000 scientists studied obtained their professional educat ion in 
re.gions other than where they orig i nally resided: Occupational 
Mobility of Scientists, Bullet i n #1121 United States Department of 
Labor, U. S . Government Printing Office , February 1953 -- P47· 
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The Table be low provides information as to how many in the 
various natural areas moved in from an outside geographic region. 
NATURAL 
AREAS 
Table 15: Percentage of Persons in the Natural Areas 
of Bos·ton Grouped According to Changes in Address, 
Between J'anuary 1, 1951 and January 1, 195~. 
Same ;llace In District Outside dis- Outside Bas -
on 1 1/51 1/1/51 at a trict but ton but in-
as on different inside side Mass . 
1/1/52 address Boston 1/1/51 
from 1/1/52 1/1/51 
SOUTH END 74-6 14.3 LL.3 
' 
2.3 
BEACON HILL 73-2 2.7 8.6 7-5 
BACK BAY 69.1 5.7 4-6 8.7 
NOR TH END 9~--3 2.5 1.5 1.1 
Source: Calculated from Boston Police Lists. 
Categories used are similar to Firey's (Walter 
F irey, Land Use in Central Boston -- -P305). 
Outside 
of Mass. 
1/1/51 
4-4 
8.0 
11.8 
0.7 
'rable 15 shows that Back Bay and Beacon Hill draw their 
residents from outside Boston more so than the other areas. This 
f ind ing, of course, is consistent with the presence of the mobile 
student and professional groups.l The kind of mobility that one 
would find in the Back Bay and Beacon Hill is different from that 
of the South End and North End. The question may be posed: What 
effect do different kinds of residential mobility have on the 
social organization of city neighborhoods? 
,J~ 
1. It is interesting that.all professional groups, 
the Ph_D. scientist is most mobile • . \ U. S. Labor Department, 
Bulletin loc. cit. 
The inverse of the mobility-professional occupation ratio 
can be found in Reynold's stu dy of Manual Workers, which indicates 
that more than three quarters of manual Workers studied had never 
been employed outside of the State when they were working. 
Lloyd G. Reynold, The Structure of Labor Markets, New York, Harper 
and Brothers, 1951 - P37 
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The high relative stability round for the North End com-
pares with Firey's findings.l The high residential stability 
for t h is so-called 'blighted' area is ,tribute to the stable 
Italian familial structure. 2 
All the above facts contribute to the notion that 'resi-
dential' mobility, per-se, is not an index of social disorganiza-
tion or orga nization. The co~nonly accepted relationship of 
high mobility -- social disorga nization has not been substantiated 
i n this study. 
Table 16 compares residential mobility reported by F irey 
to the present study. 
Table 16: Number and Percentage of Persons in Same 
Residence in t~ South End Januar¥ 1, 1952 as 
January 1, 1951 and January 1, 1~38 as January 
1, 19392 
NATURAL 
AREA as 
SOUTH END 1,498 
Source: 1. Calculated from Boston Police Lists as 
or January 1, 1952. 
2. Walter Firey, Land Use in Central Boston, 
P305 
Table 16 shows that finding s for Firey 1 s residential 
mobility study i n the South End substantially differs with the 
results in this study. The discrepancy is in part due to the 
1. F irey -- op. cit. 
2. Op. cit. 
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fact that thirteen years separate the two sets of data. In 
addition many profound social forces have been in operation since 
then. Then, too, in 1939-1938, the year of Firey 1 s study, the 
effects of a depression were still present. During the depression, 
there were larger numbers of young people on the move in search of 
jobs. Housing was less scarce in those days, which allowed more 
freedom of movement. Also, more older people, who are more stable, 
have concentrated in the South End since Firey 1 s study.l A strong 
contributing factor to . the settlement of older people in independent 
light housekeeping rooms and rooming houses in tl~ South End has 
been the expansion of Old Age Assistance. 
1 •. In 1940 there were 6,438 people 65 years of a ge and 
over and in 1950 there was 7,300 people 65 years of age and over -
an increase of 862. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
THE RELATION OF DIFFERENTIAL RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY TO SOCIAL ORGAN-
IZATION IN THE SOUTH END 
c:. 
The scope and s ignifican,? of the findings are as follows : 
1. An outstanding fact about intra-city differential resi-
dential mobility is that it is not confined to any one kind of 
socio-economic area. The analysis in Chapter three should serve 
as a guide in the future exploration and analysis of residential 
mobility particularly from the standpoint of different types of 
social organization to be found within various natural areas. 
2. All the conclusions in this study are based on the 
rate of residential change within a one year period. Conclusions 
based on a longer period or interval would permit an analysis of 
possible change s or trends in differential mobility. On the other 
hand, the mobility findings for 1951 are comparable to mobility 
findings for 1947.1 It would therefore seem that the findings of 
the prese·nt study do have some stability, and characterize the 
residential mobility of the area. 
J. All the conclusions in this study concerning differ-
ential mobility within the South End are based on the complete 
1. Opinion Study on Use of Leisure Time in the Sout~ End1 Research Bureau, Greater Boston Community Council, 1947. 82% of 
th~ South End polled had lived in the South End three years or more. 
90% of these had lived in the srune residence. Also, according to 
Sorokin 1 s and Merton's concept of Social Time, Between 1947 and 
1951, no great social and economic change intervened, and no signi-
ficant population or residential shift should be expected. Pitrim 
A. Sorokin and Robert K. Merton " Social Time: A Methodological 
and :Functional Analysis", American Journal Soc~ XII (March 1937) 
p]:J 615-29 
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enumeration of the adult population in the South End. Moreover, 
the differences in rates of differential mobility within the South 
End on which the conclusions rest are usually statistically signi-
ficant at the .01 level. 
4· The mobility of the four natural areas was based on 
one precinct from each area, rather than on the enumeration of the 
total area. The rationale for this sampling was descr i bed in 
Chapter three, 
CONCLUSIONS 
1. Older Adults Are Consistently More Stable Than Younger Persons: 
Findings in Chapter three showed conclusively that the 
older adult, regardlGss of sex, is the most stable element in the 
South End, a confirmation of the working hypothesis. Further, it 
is shown that there are significant mobility differentials within 
an urban community which se em to be related to factors other than 
social disorganization. 
The same relationship between older age and stability holds 
true in reference to inter-city and inter-regional migration. 
The older person is one of the most important 'center of 
gravity' of population in the South End today . l The older person 
gravitates to the rooming house areas of the South End because 
there he can obtain services of housing, feeding, recreation; and 
health and wel f are services; that are within his means. In the 
1. Firey uses the concept of 'center of Gravity' of pop-
ulation in his analysis of Beacon Hill. Op. Loc. Cit. 
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past it was the farm youth coming to the city, the immigrant who 
comprised the 'center of gravity' and population pivot point in 
the South End. Today it is the older person who better fits the 
criteria of living in the South End. The main physical and social 
co-ordinatesl of his life are the rooming houses, the hospitals 
and the social service and welfare agencies and low priced restau-
rants. Generally he eats at the same restaurant each day; becomes 
acquainted with the people who run it; knows and visits with his 
rooming house operator. 
The mobile population, the age group 20 to 59, is also a 
'center of gravity' of population in the South End in a different 
sense. Even though this group is constantly on the move neverthe-
less there are always youths between · the ages 20-39 who are un-
skilled and semi-skilled and who need and like the South End which 
provides low income lodgings. The South End for this reason might 
well be called the low income "sleeper" as compared to the Rooming 
houses in the Back Bay and Beacon Hill. For the younger adult it 
is an area of origin, this is not a place he plans to stay perman-
ently: for the older person it is an area of resettlement, he 
does not inte nd to move out of the area. Phelps, in 1903, observ-
ed that the better paid and skilled workmen tended to move out of 
the South End. 2 An excellent portrayal of the motives and reasons 
which the younger and older persons have for residing in the South 
End is given in a new novel, 11 The Lion and t h e Honeycomb", wh ich 
has its setting in the South End.3 
1. Pitirim; Sorokin, Social Mobility, Harper and Brothers, 
New York, 1927 -- Pa ge 5. Discuss concept of social co-ord inates. 
2. Phelps, Op. loc. cit. pJ4 
3. Sie gel Fleisher, The Lion and the Honeycomb, Houghton 
Mifflin Company , Boston, 1954-.-- ---- --- - --
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2. The Female Is More Stable Than the Male: ;;...;;;.,.....;;.;..;....___ ---
Comparisons made t~ughout Chapter three between males and 
females show that females regardless of age group and natural 
area are significantly more stable than males. A further comparison 
with migration studiesl indicate that unlike the general rural-
urban migration pattern, in which the female is more mobile, the 
female in intra-city mobility is less mobile. This could mean 
that once she reaches the city she makes a more permanent adjustment 
to her residence. She is more likely to rotate her job than her 
residence, whereas the male, presumably having less ties with his 
residence readily rotates both his residence and job. 
From census data and personal obervations, the writer sees 
the older person in the South End as follows: The older male per-
son is usually retired, received Old Age Assistance or Social 
Security or both. He lives alone, is widowed, has slight chance 
of being marr ied. In all likelihood he was an unskilled or semi-
skilled laborer in his productive years. Living in a rooming house 
area of the South End dur ing his older years may not essentially 
be a new experience for him. Due to his limited income in his 
productive years he p robably resided in low-income rental a re as 
and was thus somewhat conditioned to an environment like the South 
End rooming house area. This group is predominantly native white, 
English or Irish background.2 Other nationality groups like the 
Ital ians, J·ews and Negroes3 have a more integrated family life. 
1. Gist and Halbert, op. loc. cit., P232 
2. Caplow, op. loc. cit., "observed that a very high pro-
p ortion of the transients are native born whites •.• t hey are gener-
ally unmarried and more or less unskilled". 
J. Gunnar Myrdal, "American Dilemna", Harper and 
Brothers, 1944, p oints out that there are fewer unattached negro 
adults t han unattached whites, P934 
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As a consequence they are generally found adjusted within some 
familial organizational life. In this and other areas the writer 
has found that the Italian and Jewish resident of rooming houses 
in the South End will, as a rule, go to their children's or relatives 
homes on weekends and on holidays. To ke e p occupied the old er 
person might walk around t h e South End to find a better room for 
less money, a ¥front room not too high up". He might go to the 
branch library and 11 sit at tables to get out of the cold 11 .1 He 
may have a hot-plate in his room and perhaps cook some of his meals 
in. His refrigeration in the win·rer-time wi ll be the outside window 
sill. In order to save money and eat more adequately, he usually 
will only have two good meals a day; breakfast and supper. If he 
is at one rooming house more than one year, he will get to know 
tlte ro oming house opera tor well enough and will use her living 
room to r e ad and watch television. The writer has observed that 
the rooming house operator will even bring meals to her older 
roomers in case of illness or inclement weather . Further, if the 
ol der person goes to t h e hospital, the operator may visit him 
t here. 11 It is an understood p oint of honor with all good roomi ng -
house operators that the sick under her roof shall be fed and 
care d for without extra charge. It is indeed curious h ow strictly 
most women operators will hold to this tradition of hos p itality."2 
In this connection it might be noted th~t eight out of nine rooming -
house ope rators are women, and there can be distinguished "two great 
1. Fleisher, op. loc. cit ., Pl60 
2. Eleanor H. Woods, "Lodging House Humanities", Current 
Affairs, Boston Chamber of Commerce, September 18, 192 2 
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classes of lodging house keepers - those who care about what t heir 
lodgers do and those who do not care."l The above observations made 
by Wolfe in 1903 seem to hold true today. The writer has also obser-
:ved many cases in which opera tors left the older roomers in charge 
of the house while they went shopping or visithg for the day. The 
rooming house operators feel that the older person is a good finan-
cial risk because he usually doesn't drink, smoke in bed, bring in 
women for immoral purposes and above all his income is steady (Old 
Age Assistance). 
The older woman roomer is most likely spinster or a widow. 
If she is a widow, her husband was probably a laborer. Children 
are gone, married or forgotten. She has come to the South End 
because of the low-rent rooms. Basically, Old Age Assista:1 ce 
program has allowed her to exercise the pr:t v11ege of independent 
support instead of being a burden on children and relatives. She 
will fuss and putter in her room; put up curtains, tablecloth on the 
table. She might have a cat or two on whom she lavishes care. 
The woman is thus creating a genuine home atmosphere within the 
rooming house environment. Because of her cat she has responsibil-
ities like those of a mother: she cannot be away front 'home' too 
long because the cat must be fed and put out. She might spend 
some time each day reading the Bible or go to the second-hand 
book store and pick up a popular 'romancei magazine. The 
older male person is more likely to pick up the 'sexy' magaZ i ne 
or novel. She is more of a church goer than the male . She 
doesn't look around too much for another and better room; afraid 
she'll get into a house full of 'drunks' or worse. 
1. Wolf'e, op. loc. cit., p 53, 54. 
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It is easier for the female to adjust to older a g e since 
she was probably a housewif e when younger or at the most worked 
part time as a millworker or as a doo~stic. Munroe has also pointed 
out the easier geriatric adjustment of the female: 
"When a woman loses her husband, she loses status in t h e 
society of couples; if she needs income too often she has 
not been trained to manage the funds that she has; if she 
seeks a job she may have no skill to offer excep t house-
ke eping as a maid or as an extra in t h e homes of relativ~ 
When a man loses h is wife he loses also his housekee per 
a n d his home. When a job g oe s, income and status a nd 
usefulness go with it. Whe n house and neighborhood are 
cast off t h e old person drifts."l 
In a study of the adjus tment of older people to r e tireme nt Cavan 
also p o i n t s out that males generally show poorer adjustment i n 
ol d age than females. Women seemed to be equally well adjusted 
whe the r in hotels , rooming houses or boarding houses. 2 The 
conclusion that older males indulge in more residential mobility 
t han older females may t hus be related to the past roles each 
p layed during t heir younger years. 
3. Residential Movement in the South End Occurs and is Largely 
an Intra-area Phenomenon: 
The outstanding fact about r e sidential movement in the 
South End is that it p redominantly occurs as reside ntial movement 
withi n the area. Caplow in his survey of Transiency also observed 
tha t the transients "tend to remain in one city, or within a fairly 
1. Robert T. :Monroe, M.D., "The Effect of Ag i ng of Popul a -
tion on Gene ral Health Pr ob lems", New . England Journal of IVIedecine 
249 :277-2851 (Sug. 13 and ;2\D) , 1953 p.24 See also his "Diseases in 
Old Age", Harvard Univers i ty Pr ess, Cambridge, Il/Iass. 1951. Chapteri . 
2. Ruth Shonle Cavan, "Family Life and Family Subst i tutes 
i n Old Age, Arnerican Soc. Rev. 14(1949) 77. 
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circumscribed neighborhood. 111 The value of' local movement is that 
it does not remove the person f'rom his conditioned environment. 
By moving around in a circumscribed area the individual is not 
displaced f'rom his habitual way of' life; he will be able to occupy 
himself' in the same manner. This k ind of' residential mobility 
may be considered as a kind of' residential stability-mobility in 
comparison to movement into and out of' the South End. 
4· Local Streets Are More Stable Than Heavily Trafficked Streets: 
Findings in chapter 3 consistently showed tr~t in local 
streets there is ~ore residential stability than more heavily tra f'f'i-
ked streets. The writer has observed that the houses on the local 
streets tend to be occupied by families, and also to be owner-
occupied. Also some of' the houses on the local streets are phy-
sically smaller than those on main streets, and thus lend t h emselves 
more to f'amily than rooming house use. Thru conversations wi th 
real-estate people in the area it was learned that orig inally 
houses on the local streets were used to house the servants of' 
the well-to-do who lived about eighty years a g o on the main streets. 
The stability of' the local streets p oses important implica-
tions for city planning and community organization. The local streets 
are more apt to spawn neighborhood groups composed of people who . 
have a stake in the neighborhood. The integration and communication 
among members of such a natural neighborho od group is more a:pt to 
be on a primary and friendly basis. Since their interest is 
centered around their Uill1ediate problems in their own 'back-yardt 
1. Caplow, op. loc. cit. 
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it can be i mplemented to accomplish much in the way of local 
planning and divic improvement. Although people who reside on 
c 
the more heavily traff\ked streets visit back and forth, a great 
deal, they take longer in reaching concensus when they do organize 
for community purposes . These people have l ess of a feeling that 
the street "belongs" to them because of the heavy intrusion of 
c omr.~ercial traffic. Thus the presence of extraneous and more 
varied factor on heavily traffiked streets takes a longer time 
to reach consensus on what problem to work on first and then what 
proc edure to use. 
5. People With Better Incomes and~~ More Stable : 
Today the person with the better income is not so likely 
to move out of the South End . The writer has known of some people 
with families who have either remained or have moved t o the South 
End because of the convenience to their work. These have included 
people in the professional occupations. This represents a reversal 
of the trend in 1903 of people with better incomes and jobs moving 
out to the suburbs. 1 Iviarried students find it convenient to live 
in the South End with their wife working in town as a secretary. 
In such situations the income would be markedly better than the 
general income level. Older couples or older single people will 
purchase a rooming-house in the South End and move in, in order 
to have a dependable business income for their later years. In 
other cases the motivation is to have something useful to do, 
since the man as older and retired pers on may be otherwise 
1. Phelps, op. 1oc. cit . 
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unoccupied and the woman with her children gone finds time 
hanging heavy on her hands. 
6. Differential Mobility in Natural Areas: 
Comparative rates of differential mobility of four natural 
areas indicate that the South End is not the area of highest average 
residential mobility. The significance of this lies in the fact 
that it gives further evidence for the the second part of t h e hypo-
t hesis of this st;udy that 'a high rate of average mobility as an 
index of disorganization is clearly inappropriate'. It further 
indicates that residential m obility is a common denominator in our 
urbanized society today: in effect it is a cultural norm in that 
it is not localized in any one kind of socio-economic group or area. 
Rooming houses are to be found in basically different 
natural areas such as the South End, Back Bay and Beacon Hill. 
There are good reasons for this.l First, professional men who 
live in higher prestige areas such as Back Bay and Beacon Hill 
find the rooming house arrangement convenient for the following 
reasons: their education and technical training are very ex-
pensive, and are slower in getting established than men in other 
employments. 'rhus they cannot marry early and establish homes, 
consequently the rooming house is a natural place to sojourn. 
As it was shown in Chapter 3 even those who are established 
professionally may be subject to a great deal of occupational 
mobility. 
Landis points out that the:2 
1. Wolfe, op. loc. cit., noticed this phenomenon. 
2. Paul H. Landis, Population Problems, American Book 
Company 1948, p. 81 
Urban-industrial culture, as it has developed in Western 
Europe and America, has created situations which are contrary 
to the best interests of family life. As the nation has 
shifted from a predominantly agrarian to a predomi . antly 
urban-industrial pattern, reproductive rates have gone 
down. Increasingly, material culture seems to be fashioned 
f or individual rather than for family life." 
Thus on a culturally basis the pursuit of a better material and 
occupational status, restriction in the raising of fw1ilies and 
the growth of the rooming house, all these go together. 
The less skilled and lower income group is also affected 
by this urban phenomenon. 11 The ordinary clerk or salesman, earning 
often not so much as the average skilled mechanic, yet feeling 
himself on a higher social plane than the latter is for a long 
time unwilling to marry and assume the responsibility of home and 
family, and consequently remains indefinitely in his rooming house."l 
Students too who are traditionally impecunious are character-
istically a rooming and boarding house ·group. The fact that most 
of them are away fr om home also makes it necessary for them. 
The semi-skilled and unskilled, and seasonal workman find 
it more economical to find sh elter near his job. 2 The unskilled 
worker has no need to move into a given rooming house area on a 
pretige basis, all he desires in a rooming house is economical 
living quarters within his limited means.3 
In s wmnary the mobility found in various natural areas 
s e em to have three types of background: l. economic, 2 . prest i ge 
l. Wolfe, op. loc. cit., p. b9. In this connection see 
Phelp s op . loc. cit. 
2. The writer at one time lived in the South End and mow 
lives in the suburbs and can well say that it is an economic 
c ons ide ration t o tmns _~} ort oneself to work in Boston from the 
suburbs; also the traffic tieup s represent a considerable loss of 
t ime from home. 
3· Firey, op. loc. cit., discusses p restig e rati onale 
of the Back Bay and Beacon Hill 
L~l. 
3. educational. and occu) a tion pursu:i:ti:s On the basis or these 
three f actors one may be able to differentiate qualitatively those 
considerations involved in the residential movement into and out 
of districts. 
The foreg oing suggests the possibility of residential 
mebi.lity as an ecological technique in studying types of social 
organization in natural ar eas. For example, the main characteris-
tic of residential movement in the South End is within the area; 
in respect to the Back Bay movement from outside Mass .; in respect 
to Beacon Hill by movement inside Ma s s.; and in respe ct to the 
North End a very small amount of residential movement. The d ifferent 
kinds of residential movement imply differen t social c hange; 
South End mobility involves a minimum of social change whereas 
Back Bay and Beacon Hill may involve social change. Sorokin 
suggests a typ ology for mobility : 1 mobility within the area 
involving little social change, like the South End , be called 
horizontal mobility: and mobility fr om outside the district 
involving more social change like Back Bay and Beacon Hill, is 
called vertical mob ility. Examples of vertical mobility is the 
person who moves to Beacon Hill to enjoy the prestige of living 
there, the professional person who moves to a better neighborhood · 
because of advancement , the person who moves from the South End 
to Mattap an or Dorchester. Such residential movements reflect and 
indicate a change in social p osition. 
1. Sorokin, op . loc. cit. 
7. Comparison o~ Firey's analysis o~ the South End and the pre-
~ study: 
1. Comnarison o~ Perspectives: The perspective and 
position o~ the observer play an important role .' in determining 
what kind of data is collected and interpreted. Two observers 
may perceive the same phenomenon from different positions and 
perspectives and arrive at two different sets of data and conclusions. 
They may each be equally correct and probably they complement and 
dovetail each other. 1 Thus Firey and the writer had different 
perspectives in their observation of the South End and obtained 
different conclusions. 
Basically, Firey 1 s perspective in analyzing the South 
End was to use the concept o~ "anomie'' in its broad sociological 
meaning namely social isolation -- lack o~ corununity concensus. 
His basic data on marital status, occupational make-up, and pop-
~lation mobility, are focused to support this concept. The wri-
ter•s perspective was not only sociological but also that of a 
Settlement House Worker. The writer's job is that of Director of 
Community organization and work with older people. 'rhis work in-
volves recruiting citizens into neighborhood associations in or-
der that they may better their environmental conditions. There-
.fore the v~ iter's job is primarily concerned with the finding and 
cultivating of social organization. The findings from this study 
1. Karl Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, Harcourt, Brace 
a nd Company, 1936. Deals with Perspective of Social Scientist in 
the collection and interpretation of dat~; also the role of the 
social scientist in Society. In this connection see Gunnar 
Myrdal, op. loc. cit., Appendix 1, gives a similar point of view. 
do not support Firey's conclusion of social and personal disorgan-
iza tion for the South End. This study has demonstrated that there 
is significant differential residential mobility in the South End 
by age and sex. The comparison of the average rate of mobility of 
the South End with other natural areas dra~atically showe d that 
t he South End is no t the area of highest average mobility . It 
further demonstrated that an average rate of mobility does no t 
indicate the significant a ge and sex differentials of the area. 
Therefore there is no basis from this study to postul ate a condi-
t i on of "social anomie 11 for the South End. 
The writer strongly feels that there are definite marksl 
of a community in the South End. There is gossip and friendly 
visiting in and between local neighborhoods. Corner variety 
stores extend credit to customers. Many ro oming houses are quasi-
homes; the rooming-house operators develop special r e lationships 
of a parental nature with their roomers. Neighborhood groups in 
the South End show that a community consensus exists; the re is 
consensus about what is wrong, what ne e ds to be done. What 
appears as the disorganization , if any, is conflict rather t han 
disorgani zat ion, and is produced when. the citizenry meet up with an 
apathetic city government who will not enforce a minimum health and 
sa:fety code . At this point citi z ens become discou raged because 
they cannot do anything about their problems. A further discouraging 
factor is that the South End i s cut up into five wards and as an 
area has no one political representative. 
1. Rober t M. _ Maciver, " Society", New York, Farrar and 
Rhine hart, 1937, Pl45-160 
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Social Organization in the South End: This study bas borne 
out that the use of average residential mobility as an index of 
disorganization is clearly inappropriate. What is appropriate in 
characterizing and delineating an area, such as the South End is 
the next logical question. The study suggests a methodology for 
analy)ing the dynamics of so-called slum area. 
The Social Disorganizanists say in effect that "consen- · 
sus is relatively strong in the small rural community and rela-
tively weak in the large metropolitan areas. Social disorganiza-
tion increases where there is no general agreement and individuals 
define the important interests of society in purely individualistic 
terms'~l Zorbaugh concludes that "the rooming house is a place of 
anonymous relationships and that the conditions of life in the 
world of furnished rooms are the direct antithesis of all that 
1/ 
people are accustomed to think of as normal in society.2 It 
seems from t h ese statements that the perspective of the 'Social 
Disorganist' is that they contrast urban life with rt~al, and not 
finding the SM1e kind of intimate relationships in the city, they 
than proceed to call it disorganized by Social isolation or only 
"integrated by geographic proximity~3 These studies have postulated 
1. Elliott and Merrill, op. loc. cit. p23. 
2. Harvey W. Zorbaugh, "The Gold Coast and the Slum 11 , 
university of Chicago Press 192~, PP69, 82, 88 
3. Carle C. Zimmerman 'The evolution of the American 
Comnmnity", American Journal of Sociology, 46 P809 , May 1941. 
It is inter~sting to note here t h at Zilm1erman has contributed 
a g r e at deal to rural Sociology. 
that urban and rural Social organization are evaluated on the basis 
of isolation and integration which are the two extreme points of' 
t . ..((... a c on l~vm· In the City, social isolation is equated with dis-
organization a nd in the Country, where people know each other better 
and are more friendly, integration is equated with organization. 
Some Soc i olo gists have viewed urban social organization 
as basi cally different from rural Social Organization. 1 Cooley, 
to illustrate this point, says that: "In many case s of what we 
j udge to be bad conduct the man belong s to a group whose 
standards are not the same as those of our own group, 
the burglar, or t h e bad boy seldom stands alone in h is 
delinquency, but is usually associated with a group whose 
de generate s tandards more or l e ss uphold him, and i n which 
he may be so completely immersed as not to feel the more 
gene ral standards at all 11 .2 
Whyte, more s pecifically, points out that: 11 'l'he c haracter 
of slu~ social organization can not be understood until more 
sociologists shift their emphasis from social disorganization 
in order to better investigate the process of social reorga-
nization ••••• Man lives a group life even in the c i t y . The 
p roblem of sociology in the slum (as elsewhere) is to 
determine the inter-relationship of individuals wi thin the 
in-group and then to observe the relations among t h e various 
group s that make-up society. Thi s requires that the 
sociologist become a participant observer of the most 
i ntimate activities in the social life of the slum. 11 3 
He not only observes, but at the same time plays a role in the 
Commu nity. He does not merely intellectualize his observation, 
but emotionally and i ntuitively feels and knows the attitudes 
1. In this conne ction see Donald L. Foley, Neighb ors 
or Urbanites , The University of Rochester, PP7-1J. Gives a 
stmmary of Sociological thought on the urbanization process. 
Also Gunnar Myrdal. op. loc. cit. Pl055-l056 
2. Charles Horton Cooley, Social Process, Charles 
Schr ibners Sons, 1918, New York PP105-107 
3. Social Organization in the Slums , William Foote ~hyte, 
American Soc. Review , 8 (1043): PP38-39 See Also his "The 
Social Role of t h e Settlement House " Applied Ant:b_ropology, Vol . 1 
Numbe r 1, 1941 (Oc tober - De cember ) 
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and op inions of the people he is studying. 1 "Proceeding by this 
route, h e will find many evidences of c onflict and maladjustment, 
but he will not find the chaotic conditions once thought to exist 
t hroughout thi s area 11 .2 
The Social Disorganization view and analysis can p e rhaps 
be explained if we take into consideration that there exist,Uiffer-
e nces in standards of living among natural areas like the South 
End and Back Bay or Beacon Hill. Contrasting certain health in-
d ices such as infant mortality and TB rates, one can see differen-
ces in standards, and in normative base .for judgement of the area. 
Also by contrasting educational and income standards, the wide 
range of standards ~1ong areas can also be seen. 
In terms of standards, Beacon Hill and Back Bay have 
c ommunity standards which are quite different from the South End. 
Attempts by the wider cormnuni ty to mak e the South End a more 
adequ ate place to live in are based on their own community stand-
ard s, rather than those of t h e South End. Then, not meeting with 
a ny adequate or significant gains and success with conditions in 
t h e South End the "re formers" from the wider community proceed 
from their own value s to call the South End disorganized.3 It may 
well be that the desire of the wider comr.1unity to change the 
1. In this connection, the following give excellent 
sunL~ari e s of the participant observer technique: George A. Lund-
berg, Social Research, Longmans, Green and Co., New York, October 
1948, PP37.5-379· Florence Kluckh ohn, "The Participant Observer 
Te chnique in Small Communities", Amer ican Journal Sociology, 46, 
PP33l-34J, 1940. Charles Hortcn Cooley, Hwnan Nfiture and the 
Social Order , New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922, Ch . IV. 
2. Whyte, ibid 
3. C. Wright Mil ls, "The Professional Ide ol ogy of Social 
Path olC?g ists 11 , American Journal of Sociology, 49 (1943-l944j: 
Pl6.5-1 80. "Social Workers take view of wider society •.••• define 
p roblems in this manner .q 
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South End to conform to its own standards is evidence of its own 
"dis organization" rather than t he "Disorg aniz ation" of the South 
End. 
The South End As A Service Area District: In this final section 
t h e writer will suggest a method for future analysis of the South 
End. The main e ffort will be to view the South End a s part of the 
central city from the standpoint of social and economic organization 
and to stu dy s ymb iotic rel at ionshi p of the South End to the ce ntral 
city. The S ou th End t hen, shou ld be studied as a service area, i,e . 
fr om the standpoint of the vita l services it offers to the central 
city, a nd the v ita l services it contains wi thin its own area for 
its own residents.l 
In a larg e c i ty t here is value and definite need for a 
mobile e mployable p opulation. 2 The roomi ng house is a necessary fo rm 
of habi tation given our modern American economic and industrial 
or ganiza t ion, which draws in its wake the consta nt change of r esi -
dence, the constant drifting and s h ift ing.3 
Robert A. Woods has described the social and economic 
r e lationsh i p of the South End to the central c ity:4 
"It is the ce n tral situation of the district rather than the 
indu s t ries actually carri ed on within its borders that c hief -
ly determine s the occupation of its inhabitants. Th e clerk 
who easily walks to and from busine ss i n t he city and wis he s 
to be near i ts recreational facilities in the even i ng . The 
laborer who from the lack b oth of time and money is compelled 
to make his home close to the great activities of whic h his 
toil is t he foundation." 
1. John A. Kinnaman, The Co@nunity in American Soc i e ty, 
Appleton- Century-Crofts , Inc., New York , 1947. P . 53. Contains a 
d is cussion of s ymb iosis as used here. 
2. Eleanor H. Woods, 'rhe Ro oming House a nd Business, Current 
Affairs, Boston Chamber of Co~nerce, September 4, 1 922. 
J. Wolfe, op . loc. cit., p. 175. 4· Robert A. Woods, op. loc. cit., p. 86- 8 9 
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The South End provides an army of men for night duty, women 
for cleaning duty, and restaurant wo rkers , who start their working 
day before some p eople have gone to bed. If these workers were 
living at distance from the central city dependence on pub:ibic trans-
portation service at such hours would be a serious hinderance . l In 
addit ion, i n such i ndustries as the garment indus try which is 
seasonal the l ·e is need for a mobile, semi- and unskilled population. 
Personal observation of certain f&!1ilies and adults in the area 
aff i r ms the fact that convenience to the central city and work is 
vi tal. As an ill us tra tion : the writer was asked by a father \'lho 
ran a restaurant in town what to do about his 14 year old boy who 
was running around with a group of boys who did no studying . The 
man wanted his son 1 to amount to something.' Realizing that the 
father's income cou ld allow him to move his fam i ly outside t h e 
South End, the writer suggested this move to him. Hi s answer was: 
"How can I, when I have to be ~t work at four in the morning. As 
it i s now, I shave before I go to sleep at nine each night." In 
many cases both husband and wife work. A large number of employee s 
are needed for local cafes , restaurants, and h otels in t own . Easy 
accessibility to town is necessary. 
The South End, like other rooming house areas is located 
just ou tside the main business district and is generally described 
a s that area in wh ich working-men and migratory laborers , eat , 
s leep , and buy their basic needs. It is an area predominantly 
popul a ted by unskilled and semiskilled workers . It is also an 
area which off ers rentals and living accomodations to people who 
1. Eleanor H. Woods, op . l oc. c it. 
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fall i nto various welfare cate gorie s s u ch as Aid to Dependent 
Chi ldren cases , and Old Age Assistance. People with low incomes, 
we l f are cases need low cost shelter and the South End provides this. 
Addit ional ly people with low income need spec i al supplementary 
services, such as health services and which they don't have the 
me ans to provide for themselves. A map of the South End indicating 
its h eal t h and welfare agencies graphically bears out the large 
nQmber of such agencies. 1 
The symbiotic relationship between the South End and Central 
Boston and to itself has been described. Symbiosis can be defined 
sociological as that tendency in community life for activities of 
a give n kind to locate near each other. 2 Convenience, both for 
consumers and for enterprisers is a factor in producing this pheno-
menon. The most casual observation leads to the conclusion that 
symbiosis is a character is tic phenomenon of .urb a n 1 ife. Y.lolfe 
observed that the "main thoroughfares are lined not only with rooming -
houses, but also with all the variety of shops and local industries 
that can c ate r to the wants and whims of a rooming house· p opulation. 
The local industrie s provide food, drink and clothing needs a nd 
health and we l fare services. The ea t ing-establishments, to a 
to tal of 152, stand out with greatest prominence both numerically 
and as featu res of the district, with the laundries and tailor-shops 
as prominent seconds. 11 3 
1. See Appendix 
2. Kinneman, op. loc. cit. 
J. Wolfe, op. loc. cit., p.27 
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A good working hypothesis for further investigation might 
be the following: The South End is a significant commutation zon e 
of Ce ntral Boston:l in addition it is an integral and .furr: tional 
part of the economic life of the central city. 
Due to the local services such as health, welfare, res tau-
ran ts, talor shops and pawn s h ops that have arisen to serve t he 
needs of a rooming house population, the second working hypothesis 
for further research might be that 11 the South End is a self-
contained community in which a significant number of the people 
sati s fy their basic and primary needs of life, such as visiting, 
eat ing, shopping , entertainment and e ven burial. 112 
l. 'l'his means that a significant number o:f adults who 
reside in the South End work outside the district. 
2. 'I'wo studie s have been conducted on these questions in 
other areas. FrankL. Sweetser has conducted a study on :friendly 
vis i ting among neighbors in a city block in Bloomington, Ind., 
(FrankL. Sweetser, Jr., 11A New Emphasis for Neighborhood Research, 11 
Amer. Sociol. Rev., 7, 1942, 525-533.). A second study was conducted 
by Donald L. Foley who investigated local facility use in Roche ster, 
New York. (Donald L. Foley, Neighbors or Urbanites? The University 
of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y.). 
51. 
Application of This Study: 1 The writer has a particular motive in 
utilizing the findings for social action because of his professional 
activities in Community Organ ization in the South End. 
It is hop ed that this study has demonstrated, by facts on 
residential mobility and primary and participant observations that 
an area like the South End has people living therein who have basic-
ally the same desires, and wants as people living in other ~reas. 2 
Thus old pre judices held about the South End may be readjusted and 
a p lan for basic rehabilitation may be instituted. The existence 
of prejudice which militates against reform measures was dramatically 
brought to the writer~ attention when he we nt to see the various 
city departments with a committee of neighbors to secure better 
services for their neighborhood. The answer given by 'officialdom' 
was "you can't improve services for the South End because of the 
high mobility of the r esidents ". In this attitude was the con-
viction that high mobility meant irreversible social disorganization. 
The findings could demonstrate the real meaning of high mobility 
in the South End with the result that the responsible city officials 
would not have the basis for 'fearing' that services for the district 
was like 'pouring water thru a sieve.' 
1. Discussion of the application of Social Research to Social 
Action is to be found in the following: Robert lVI. Maciver , The More 
Perfect Union, The lVIacMillian Company, New York, 1948. Gunnar Myrdal, 
An American Dilemma, harper and Brothers Publishers, New York, 1944. 
Robert S. Lynd, Knowledge For What? The Place of Social Science · 
In American Culture. Princeton Univers ity Press, 1939. 
2. The furthe,r importance of this study may lie in the fact 
that it is a 'negative case'. In this connection, Young, points out 
that the importance of the negative case is that it is the ucase 
which cannot be explained by what purports to be a general lawn 
( Pauline Young, op. loc. cit., p.ll9-l20). Therefore the theory of 
social disorganization for the South End does not explain and uphold 
the facts presented in this study. 
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Appendix A 
THE NIVERSITY 01" TEXAS 
u s t in 12 
Department of Sociology 
Mr. Joseph L. Hozid, Director 
Ellis Memorial 
66 Berkeley Street 
Bos ton 16, Massachusetts 
Dear Mr. Hozid: 
April 25, 1953 
Thank you for your inquiry concerning the sampling 
procedure which I followed in using the Police Lists t o 
calcul a te migration differentials as between the North 
End and the South End of Boston. 
For the South End I selected Ward 9, Precinct 2, 
as being a f airly rep resentative sub-area of the dist-
rict. The total number of persons in that sample a re a . 
was 1,864. For the North End my sample sub-area was 
Ward 3, Precinct 13, wi th a total of 2,324 persons. 
In both cas e s I used the Police Lists of January~ l, 
1939 and tabulated chang es of address (or non-changes, 
as the case mi ght be) for the immediately previous 
year -- ie., migration or non-migration during the 
year 1938. 
I h ope that this will help you in your present 
study of mobility in the South End. With Appreciation 
for your inquiry, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
Walter Firey 
Associate Professor 
56 . 
Appendix B 
Methods Used in Finding Significant Statistical Differences 
Between : 
1. S i gnificance of Differences Between proportions.l 
P1 - P2 a Pu Qu :(:NJ + N2) 
( N1N2 -
Where: 
Pu : (Al ) + (A2) 
N1 1' N2 
Qu = 1 - Pu 
In cases where N 1000 tables showing significance 
of difference between percentages were used.2 
2. Significance of the Sampling Distrjbution of the 
Spearman Rank Correia tion coef'i'icient. 
(N - 2) degrees of freedom 
1. Hagood, op. cit., pp. 315-18 
2. Vernon Davies, "Tables Showing Significance o:f 
Differences Between Percentages and Between Means (For Un-
correlated Data)" Department of Rural Sociology. The State 
College of Washington Pullman Stations Circular No . 151, 
June 1951. 
3. Hagood, op, cit., p. 468 
Appendix 0 
Tables Showing Significant Statistical Differences. 
Table 1. Si gnificant Differences in Stability Percentages 
Between Adjacent Age Groups. 
AGE 
GROUP S p 
20 
- 39 
.01 
40 - 59 
.01 
60 
- 64 
.05 
65 years 
and over 
Table 2: Si gnificant Differences in Stability Percentages 
Between Males and Females Wi .thin Each Age Group 
AGE 
GROUPS 
20 
- 39 
40 - 59 
60 
- 64 
65 years 
a n d over 
p 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.05 
58. 
59. 
Appendix C - continued 
Table 3. Significant Differences In Stability Percentages Within 
Streety-Types Between Adjacent Age Groups. 
AGE p 
Main Secondary Local 
GROUPS Streets Streets Streets 
20 
- 39 .01 .os .01 
L~o - 59 .01 
60 - 64 .05 
65 years 
and over 
Table 4· Significant Differences in Stability Percentages Between 
Tvlales and Females Wi thin Each Age Group By Street-Type 
AGE p 
Main Secondary Local 
GROUPS Streets Streets Streets 
20 
- 39 .01 .01 
40 - 59 .01 .01 
60 - 64 .01 
65 years 
and over 
6o. 
Appendix C - continued 
Table 5. Significant Differences i n Stability Percentage s Between 
Street Types by Age Groups 
All Age s 20-39 40-59 60-64 651' 
Sec. Loc. Sec. Loc. Sec. Loc. Sec. Loc. Sec. Loc. 
Sts . Sts . Sts. Sts. Sts . Sts. Sts. Sts. Sts. Sts • 
Main .01 .01 .01 .01 .01 .01 • 05 
Streets 
Secondary .01 .01 .01 .01 .01 
Streets 
Appendix D 
Comparison of Police Lists and Census Enumerations 
1. The Police Lists may have taken some liberties in compiling 
data, such as copying names from the previous year's lists. 
61. 
2. 1Jlhere are rooming houses in the South End which operate without 
a license and these may have given an underestimate of the number 
of people in the house to the Police (but not to the census enumera-
tor). 
J. Errors in the census may have occured through enumerators' 
misinterpretation of definitions which might cause a sig n ificant 
bias i n statistics for a small census tract, eventhough it would 
have a negligible effect for a large area: consequently, the data 
for such small areas are subject to a wider margin of error than 
the larger areas. 1 
4. Basically the difference between the census enumeration and 
the Pol ice Lists is that people react and will give different 
a n swers to a 1 Civilian 1 as compar ed to a uniformed policeman. 
U. S. Census, Op. loc. cit, Volv~e III, Chapter 6, P. I. 
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I- Armenian Holy Trinity, 401 Shawmut Ave. 
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2 - Clarendon Street Baptist, 7 Montgorr.ery St. 
3- Concord Baptist Church, 187 W. Brookline St. 
4 -Ebenezer Baptist, ISS W Springfield St. 
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5- Holy Cross Cathedral, 75 Union Park St. 
6- Holy Trinity (German), 140 Shawmut Ave. 
7 Immaculate Conception, 761 Harrison Ave. 
8- Our Lady of Annunciation, !56 Warren Ave. 
9- Our Lady of Cedars of Lebanon, 457 Shawmut Ave. 
10- Our Lady of Pompeii (Italian), 2 Decatur St. 
II · Our Lady, of Victories (French). 25 Isabella St. 
12 St. james Church, 9 Whitmore St. 
13- St. Philips Church, 889 Harrison Ave. 
CONGREGATIONAL 
28 Shawmut Congregational Church, 640 Tremont St. 
EPISCOPAL 
14- Church of the Good Shephard, 18 Cortez St. 
IS- St. Stephens Episcopal, 419 Shawmut Ave. 
HEBREW 
16- Congregation Amshai Poland, 19 Oswego St. 
17- Congregation Kenesseth, IS Emerald St. 
LUTHERAN 
18 First Lutheran Church, 85 West Newton St. 
METHODIST 
19- Church of All Nations, 81 Shawmut Ave. 
20- Union Methodist Church, 600 Columbus Ave. 
21 -Tremont St. Methodist Church, 740 Tremont St. 
ORTHODOX 
22 St. George Albanian Church, 13 Emerald St. 
23 St. George Syrian Church, 154 Tyler St. 
24- St. john Baptist Greek , IS Union Park St. 
25 St. john of Damascus Syrian, 68 Hudson St. 
26- Ukaranian Holy Trinity, 136 Arlington St. 
PRESBYTERIAN 
27 Gloucester Presbyterian Church, 54! Mass. Ave. 
28- Scotch Presbyterian Church, 640 Tremont St. 
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44- John 1. Williams, IS Groton St. 
PARKS 
45 Blackstone Square, Wash. and W Newton Sts. 
46- Frankhn Square, Wash and E. Newton Sis. 
PLA Yf'IELDS 
47- Wm. E. Carter Playground, 751 Columbus Ave. 
48 - Cherry St. Playground, 13 Cherry St. 
49 - Kiley Playground, 38 Albion St. 
50- Lester I. Retch Playground, 407 Albany St. 
49- Tobin Play Space, 40 Albion St. 
51 -Troy Street Playground 
52- Tyler Street Playground 
TOT LOTS 
45- Blackstone Park, 1529 Washington St. 
53- Carleton Street, 240 West Canton St. 
54- South Bay, 644 Harrison Avenue 
54- Wading Pool, 638 Harrison Ave. 
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WELFARE SERVICES 
55 Boston Industrial Home, 17 Davis St. 
c6- Catholic Charitable Bureau, 11 Newcom"b St. 
57- Rufus F. Dawes Hotel, 8 Pine St. 
58- Family Society 57 East Concord St. 
59- Home for Catholic Children, 788 Harrison Ave. 
60- Morgan Memorial. 89 Shawmut Ave. 
RO Neighborhood Credit Union , 66 Berkeley St. 
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62- Rutland Corner House, 453 Shawmut Ave. 
63- Salvation Army , 221 Columbus Avenue 
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65- Syrian Ladies Aid, 44 West Newton St. 
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69- Boston Dispensary , 25 Bennet St. 
66- Boston Tuberculosis Ass 'n, 554 Columbus Ave. 
67- City Hospital , 818 Harrison Ave. 
58- Health Unit, 57 East Concord St. 
68- Massachusetts Memorial, 750 Harrison Ave. 
69 New England Medical Center, 189 Harrison Ave. 
69- Tufts Med. and Dental SchooL 136 Harrison Ave. 
58- Visiting Nurses Ass'n, 57 E. Concord St. 
70 Washingtonian Hospital , 41 Waltham St. 
TRANSPORTATION DEPOTS 
RAILROAD STATIONS 
71 -Back Bay Station, NYNH&H, 145 Dartmouth St. 
72- South Station, B&A, NYNH&H, Atlantic Ave. 
73- Trinity Placce , B&A , Trinity Pl. and Dartmouth St. 
BUS TERMINALS 
74- B. & W. Lines , 10 Park Square 
74- B & M Lines, 10 Park Square 
75 Greyhound Lines, St. James and Arlington Sts. 
74 - Park Square Bus Depot, 80 Park Square 
74 -Union Bus Terminal , 10 Park Square 
POLICE STATION 
76- Police Station No. 4, !54 Berkeley St. 
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POST omCE 
77- U. S. Post Office, 1472 Washington St. 
SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL SERVICES 
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56- Emmanuel House, 11 Newcomb St. 
81- Franklin Square House, I I E. Newton St 
82- Hale House, 12 Davis St. . 
83- Harriet Tubman House, 25 Holyoke St. 
84- League of Women for Com. Ser., 558 Mass. Ave. 
85- Lincoln House, 80 Emerald St. 
86- Maryknoll Sisters Center, 78 Tyler St. 
60- Morgan Memorial, 89 Shawmut Ave. 
87- Public Library 65 West Brookline St. 
88- Rutland Street Center, 48 Rutland St. 
89- St. Helena's House, 89 Union Park St . 
54 -South Bay Union, 640 Harrison Ave. 
90- South End Boys Club, 1500 Washington St. 
91- South End Day Nursery, 25 Dover St. 
92 South End House, 20 Union Park 
93 South End Music Center, 32 Rutland St. 
94- Wells Memorial, 985 Washington St. 
95- Women's Service Club, 464 Massachusetts Ave. 
96- Y.M.C.A. (Chinese) 56 Tyler St. 
97- Y.M.C.U. , 48 Boylston St. 
98- Y W.C.A., 120 Clarendon &St. 
GYMNASIUMS 
80- Ellis Memorial, 66 Berkeley Street 
36- English High, 35 Montgomery St. 
82- Lincoln House, 80 Emerald St. 
90- South End Boys Club, 1500 Washington St. 
99- Tyler Street Municipal Bldg., 120 Tyler St. 
87- Williams Municipal Bldg., 65 W Brookline St. 
100- South End Housing Development 
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1. 
ST.AT:EMllNT OF THE PROB.Ll!M 
This is a report on differential residential movement 
in the South End of Boston as well as a canparison of residential movement 
among some of the natural areas in Central Boston. The study is concerned 
with the extent of movement from one residence to another and differential 
factors which are _associated, such as age, sex, and street type. 
To date there have been few detailed studies of' 
movements of residents within a city. The present study is thus an explora-
tion of new but significant ground. 
Other investigations in the general field of' 
residential mobility have studied broad or single age groupings. It is 
concluded from most of' these studies that on an area basis residential 
mobility is definitely associated with social disorganization and with 
the so-called 'social pathologies' - poverty,vice, delinquency,disease 
and deterioration of housing. 
It was the purpose of' this study to explore the 
adequacy of' the prevailing conception that high mobility is an index of' 
disorganization. The working hypothesis of the present study is that 
young adults and males change their residence more often than older adults 
and females. If' the working hypothesis of this study is borne out, the use 
of average mobility as an index of disorganization would be clearly 
inappropriate. 
Residential mobility in this study, is defined on 
the basis of the number of' individuals who lived at the same address on 
January 1,1951 and January 1,1952. This number is stated as a percentage 
of the adult population of' selected areas and age - sex groupings. stability 
is defined on the basis of the number of individuals. who lived at the same 
address on January 1,1952 as on January 1,1951. This figure is also stated 
as a percentage. 
RESEARCH PLAN 
The area studied is the South End of Boston as 
defined by the Boston Oity Planning Board and personal observation. 
Information on residence and change of residence 
was obtained from the Boston Police Lists, which contain the name of 
every resident (~0 years of age and over), his present address, and his 
address of one year previous. The Police List data was classified on a 
Census Tract Basis, and this made possible comparisons wit h the 1950 
census and with Walter Firey's study of the South End in his book 
"Land Use in Central Boston". 
Age will be one of the two major factors explored 
to _see if it is related differentially to residential mobility. Sex is 
the second major fact or to be explored to see if in an area such as the 
South End, there is any significant differences between male and tamale 
residential mobility. 
Since acme streets carry more traffic than others, 
the study inquired whether higher residential mobility is associated with 
those streets which carry heavy traffic. 
The South End was compared to other natural areas to 
learn whether stability is an adequate index of organization when one 
compares the average mobility rates in different natural areas, allowing 
for age and sex differentials. The natural areas selected for comparison 
with the South End are the same as those used by Walter Firey; Beacon 
Hill, Back Bay and the North End. 
MOBILITY IN THE SOurH :END 
The total series studied was 34,181 residents of the 
South End as tabulated from Boston Police lists. These residents were 
classified by sex, into four age groupings. The South End population 
is weighted in the male and older groups. These findings conform to 
2. 
other studies of population distribution in other similar urban areas. 
The findings show that each successively older 
age group has less tendency to move from one residence to another within 
one year. Secondly, in all age groups, females tend to change their 
residence less than males. These two findings are subst ant iat ed by other 
studies of residential mobility and transiency. 
The relationship of residential stability to street 
type is that people who live on local streets are mor e stable in their 
residence than people who live on secondary streets, and people who live 
on secondary streets are less stable than people who liv.e on main streets. 
The findings indicate that the relationship between younger age, tamale 
sex and residential stability holds true respectively for each of the three 
S.treet types. This would serve to reinforce the consistency of the age-sex 
connected residential stability phenomenon in the South End. 
Definite spatial patterns were found for both high 
and low stability tracts. The high stability tracts were found to be 
located within the tenement and Negro district. The low ·Stability tracts 
are predominantly located in the "rooming house" area. 
Relatively high percentages of persons who moved, 
moved within the South End. This t~~e of residential movement is a 
prominent aspect of the total residential mobility of this area. This was 
also observed by Firey in the South End. It seems evident that much of 
the mobility in the South End is a local "mil ling" contiguous movement. 
These findings indicate that the South End is in fact a rather stable 
residential area. Spatial movement within the same district does not 
significantly change the pattern of the individua~s life. This is a 
significantly different type of residential movement as compared to 
movement from one part of the city to another. 
3. 
It is believed by Firey and others that t ·he existence 
of differentials of averf:l,ge mobility in various areas provides a useful 
oasis for the delineation of natural areas and their degree of social 
organization. The findings in this study show that the So~th End is not 
4. 
the area of greatest mobility. Beacon Hill, a fashionable and upper-class 
area has a greater average mobility ratio. The Back Bay which is populated 
by professionals and students is more mobile than the South End and Beacon 
Hill. In the North End, a predominantly Italian area, there is found 
significantly less mobility than the South End. These findings dramatically 
point out that mobility cannot be used as an adequate index of disorganiza-
tion or 'anOijlie' .It is clear that high mobility ,low stability rates do not 
differentiate the so-called areas of vice,crime, and social disorganization. 
Older groups were found to be more stable than younger 
groups in all four areas. The fact that the age-mobility relationship is 
found in different natural areas indicates the pervasive nature of this 
phenomenon in urban society. 
SUMMARY .AND CONC.LUSIONS 
An outstanding fact about intra-city differential residential 
mobility is that it is not confined to any one kind of socio-economic area. 
This finding should serve as a guide in the future exploration and analyses 
of residential mobility, particularly fron the standpoint of different 
types of social organization to be found within various natural areas. 
The older person is one of the most important 'center 
of gravity' of population in the South End today. The older person 
gravitates to the rooming house areas of the South End because there he 
can obtain services of housing, feeding, recreation; and health and 
welfare services, that are within his means. 
5. 
The mobile population, the age . group 20-59, is also a 
'center of gravity' of population in the South End in a different sense. 
Even though this group is constantly on the move, nevertheless there are 
always youths between the ages 20-39 who are unskilled and semi-skilled 
and who need and like the South End which provides low income lodgings. 
Comparisons made throughout this study show that females 
regardless of age group and natural area are s ign.ificantly more stable 
than males. 
The outstanding fact about residential movement in the 
Sout h End is that it predominantly occurs as residential movement within 
the area. 
Local streets were consistently found to be more stable 
than heavily trafficked streets. The reason for this phenomenon may be 
due, i n part, to the fact that the houses on the local streets tend to 
be occupied by families, and also to be owner-occupied. The stability 
of the local streets raises important implications . for city planning and 
community organization. 
Comparative rates of differential mobility of four natural 
areas i ndicate t hat the South End is not the area of highest a-v-er age 
residentia l mobility. The significance of this lies in the fact that it 
gives further evidence for the second part of the hypothesis of this 
study that a high rate of average mobility as an index of disorganization 
is clearly inappropriate. It further indicates that residential mobility 
is a common denominator in our urbanized society today: in effect it is 
a cultural norm i n that it is not localized in any one kind of s ocio-
economic group or area. 
6. 
The perspective and position of the observer play an important 
r ole in determining what kind of data is collected and interpreted. Two 
observers may perceive the same phenomenon from different positions and 
perspect'ives and arrive at two different sets of data and conclusions. 
They may each be equally correct and probably they complement and dovetail 
each other. Thus Firey and the >vriter had differ ent perspectives in their 
observation of the South End and obtained different conclusions. 
The study suggests a ~ethodology for analysing the dynamics 
of so-called slum area. The main effort could be to view the South End 
as a community in its own right and also to see it as part of the 
cent r al city from the standpoint of social and economic organization. 
